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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-04 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
OPR-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 /076W 

082030Z 075569 /44 

R 081650Z MAR 77 
FM AMCONSUL PALERMO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 201 1 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS PALERMO 0150 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT IT 

SUBJECT: POLICE CLASH WITH PALERMO STUDENTS 

1 . SUMMARY: TWO HOURS OF CLASHES BETWEEN STUDENTS AND 
POLICE/C ARAB INIERI, WARNING SHOTS AND WOUNDED WERE FEATURES 
OF PALERMO'S BAPTISM. ON MARCH 7, INTO URBAN GUERRILLA WARFARE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING EVENING OF MARCH 7. POLICE SUPPORTED BY CARABINIERI 
CHARGED NEARLY A HUNDRED STUDENTS WHO TRIED TO FORCE 
ADMISSION-FREE ENTRY TO A DOWN TOWN THEATER TO WATCH PERFORM- 
ANCE BY "LEFTIST" SINGER EDOARDO BENNATO AND TO PROTEST 
BENNATO S EARLIER REFUSAL TO PERFORM ATTHE UNIVERSITY TO 
RAISE MONEY TO FINANCE STUDENT TRAVEL TO ROME TO TAKE PART 

IN THE NATIONAL STUDENT DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 12. 
ACCORDING TO THE LOCAL PRESS, A FURTHER REASON FOR THE 
STUDENTS' PROTEST WAS THE RECENT NINE- YEAR SENTENCE METED 
OUT TO FABRIZIO PANZIERI FOR THE MANTAKIS MURDER. 

3. ENSUING FRACAS WENT BEYOND PREVIOUS STUDENT-POLICE 
CONFRONTATIONS. EVEN THOSE OF LATE 60 S. THE CLASH SPREAD 
FROM DOWNTOWN PALERMO TO THE NARROW ALLEYS OF THE OLD CITY 
WITH POLICE IN HOT PURSUIT, STUDENTS THROWING PAVEMENT 
STONES, WARNING SHOTS FROM THE CARABINIERI - ALL THE 
TRAPPINGS OF MORE FREQUENT EVENTS IN MILAN, ROME AND 
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ELSEWHERE IN THE MAINLAND - THE WOUNDED (NONE REPORTED IN 
SERIOUS CONDITION) INCLUDED 10 POLICE/CARABINIERI# MORE 
THAN 20 STUDENTS WERE DETAINED BY POLICE. COLLINS 
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